3io           THE KILLING OF THE DIVINE KING        CHAP.
Nemi, who bore the title of King of the Grove, was credited
of old with possessing the same quickening powers over the
fecundity of wild beasts, cattle, and women which seem to
have been ascribed to the goddess herself, and that con-
sequently any failure of his bodily strength was supposed to
entail barrenness alike on man and beast, probably also on
the fields, the orchards, and the vineyards. To avert fhese
disastrous consequences it may have been at first customary
to put him to death at the end of a period short enough to
ensure that the fatal decline had not yet set in ; and in course
of time this rigid limitation of his reign and life may so far
have been relaxed that he was suffered to retain office so
long as he could make good his title by defending himself
against attack. It was under a tenure of this last sort that
the priest of Diana at Nemi was held in historical times ;
and though the custom in this mitigated form afforded the
priest a chance of prolonging his life indefinitely, we need
not wonder that candidates for the priesthood were few, and
that they had, at least in later times, to be recruited exclusively
from the ranks of runaway slaves. This explanation of the
rule of the priesthood of Nemi is necessarily no more than an
hypothesis, but in the light of the parallels which I have adduced
the hypothesis appears legitimate, if not probable.1
In the powerful mediaeval kingdom of the Khazars or
Khozars of South-eastern Russia the kings were not allowed
to reign and live beyond a certain period, which is variously
stated by the Arab travellers and geographers, who are our
principal authorities on the kingdom. Elsewhere I have
collected the evidence on the subject.2
Elsewhere we have seen that every Spartan king was liable
to have his royal functions suspended every eighth year if
on a clear moonless night the ephors observed a falling star,
and that he could only be reinstated in his office by an oracle
from Delphi or Olympia. The custom may point to a former
limitation of the king's reign to eight years, and in illustration
1 In this summary of the foregoing    Khazar Kings," Folk-lore, xxviii.
evidence, as in some of the preceding    (1917) 382-407. Reprinted in my
pages, I have allowed myselif to quote    Garnered Sheaves (London, 1931),
from my commentary on Ovid's    pp. 212-234. Compare G. Roheim,
Fasti, vol. iii. 86 sg.                                " Killing the Divine King," Man,
1 J. G. Frazer, " The Killing of the     xv. (1915) 26-28.